BOOK REVIEWS by Luka Boršić et al.
Book Reviews / Buchbesprechungen / 
Comptes rendus de lecture
Sabrina Ebbersmeyer, Helga 
Pirner-Pareschi, Thomas Ricklin 
(Hrsg.)
Sol et homo
Mensch und Natur in der 
Renaissance. Festschrift zum 





finished	 practically	 all	 his	 cursus honorum	
at	the	University	of	Munich:	in	1967	he	was	









für	 Geistesgeschichte	 und	 Philosophie	 der	
Renaissance”).	 He	 was	 also	 director	 of	 this	
institution	(founded	as	Italian	Center	for	hu-
manist	and	philosophical	studies	in	1948	and	








The	 book	 is	 divided	 into	 three	 sections:	 I.	
“Humanism”	 (7	 contributions);	 II.	 “Univer-
sity	Philosophy”	(“Universitäre	Philosophie”	





1.	 C.	Vasoli,	 “Burckhardt	 in	 Italia,	 i	 ‘secoli	
bui’	 e	 il	mito	 dei	 ‘precursori’	 del	 Rinas-
cimento”.	The	 text	 is	 focused	 on	 the	 re-
ception	 of	 Burckhardt’s	 globally	 famous	
Die Kultur der Renaissance in Italien	 in	
Italy.	 This	 book	 played	 a	 special,	 “na-
tional”	 role	 in	 Italy	 in	 the	 19th	 century,	




Adolfo	 Bartoli,	 a	 19th	 century	 letterato	
and	a	professor	of	Italian	literature	at	the	
prestigious	 department	 of	 the	 Florentine	











were	 of	 special	 interest	 to	Bartoli	 too.	 It	
is	 an	 interesting	 hermeneutical	 contribu-






sche	 Hinweise	 zu	 Petrarca	 und	 seinem	
Freund	 Boccaccio	 angesichts	 von	 Plato	
und	Homer”. The	text	consists	of	two	not	
too	tightly	connected	parts:	in	the	first	part	
Ricklin	 analyses	 mostly	 literary	 sources	
of	 Petrarch	 as	 “platonico	 poeta”	 and	 its	
meaning,	with	 an	argument	 that	Petrarch	
earned	 this	 title	 more	 by	 his	 opposition	
to	Aristotle	 and	Aristotelianism	 than	 his	
clearly	 formulated	 Platonism.	 It	 is	 a	 fa-
mous	 story	 that	 Petrarch,	 who	 owned	 a	
precious	Greek	manuscript	of	Plato’s	texts,	
never	 fulfilled	 his	 dream	 to	 learn	 Greek	







position	 as	 a	 critic	 of	Aristotle:	 by	 criti-




ship	 between	 Boccaccio	 and	 Petrarch	 in	
regard	 to	 Homer.	 Ricklin’s	 supposition	
is	 that	 Boccaccio,	 who	 published	 a	 Vita 
Homeri	(as	a	part	of	his	Esposizioni sopra 
la Comedia di Dante)	in	1374,	must	have	
gathered	material	for	this	work	as	early	as	
1360	and	shared	it	with	Petrarch	in	a	form	
of	 a	 letter,	 to	 which	 Petrarch	 answered	
with	 a	 Responsio ad epistolam magnam 
multaque continentem sub Homeri poete 
missam nomine […]	 which	 is	 dated	 in	
late	1360.	For	Petrarch	Homer	is	“bigger	
and	more	 sublime	 than	 the	philosopher”,	
whereas	it	is	not	clear	which	philosopher	
Petrarch	had	 in	mind	–	Ricklin	 argues	 it	
must	 be	 Plato.	 In	 their	 relationships	 to-
wards	Homer	and	Plato,	both	Petrarch	and	
Boccaccio	were	(almost	 intuitive,	 in	 lack	
of	more	detailed	knowledge	of	Plato	and	
Homer)	 anticipators	 of	 15th	 century	 Pla-
tonism,	 concludes	Ricklin:	 it	was	 Ficino	
who	relatively	reluctantly	–	a	century	later	
–	 integrated	 Homer	 among	 the	 “legitimi	
poetae”	 after	 having	 translated	 the	 com-
plete	works	of	Plato.
3.	 F.	M.	 Zini,	 “Sprache	 und	Argumentation	
in	 Lirenzo	 Valla”.	 The	 main	 question	 is	
which	 conditions	 an	 argumentation	must	
meet	in	order	to	be	plausible	according	to	
L.	Valla.	Zini	argues	that	language,	to	Val-
la,	 has	 a	 constitutive	 and	 not	 expressive	
function.	 By	 recognizing	 individual	 and	
historical	 characteristics	 of	 a	 language,	
Valla	 wanted	 to	 determine	 a	 universal	
background	 which	 makes	 it	 possible	 to	
understand	 a	 discourse	 composed	 in	 a	
different	 language	and	 in	different	 times.	
The	 object	 of	 rhetoric	 and	 dialectic	 is	 a	









authors).	Zini	 shows	 that	Valla’s	 concept	
is	more	 elaborated	 than	 “merely	 rhetori-
cal”,	 that	 it	 is	 rooted	 in	medieval	 logical	
investigations	 and	 that	 Valla	 must	 have	
been	influenced	by	Boehtius.	Morover	Zi-








ti’s	 approach	 to	 texts	 of	 classical	 Greek	





manist	 translation.	 The	 most	 interesting	
part	 is	when	Pade	 looks	at	“mistakes”	 in	
Perotti’s	translation:	interpolations,	gram-
matical	 changes	 and	 semantic	 changes:	







5.	 M.	 Roick,	 “Der	 sichere	 Hafen	 und	 die	
Stürme	 des	 Lebens.	 Autobiographie	 als	
philosophisches	 Argument	 in	 Giovanni	
Pontanos	De prudential”.	 In	 this	 text	 the	
author	 argues	 that	 autobiographical	 style	
of	 writing	 is	 not	 just	 a	 rhetorical	 orna-
ment	or	 a	historical	 report,	 but	 serves	 as	
a	 philosophical	 argument	 in	 context	 of	
ethics.	The	 article	 is	 in	 a	 certain	way	 an	
exemplification	 (and	 continuation)	 of	
thoughts	about	 the	 role	of	autobiography	
in	 philosophy	 as	 expressed	by	E.	Keßler	
in	 his	 text	 “Autobiographie	 als	 philoso-
phische	Argument?	[…]”	(Studia humani­
tatis Ernesto Grassi zum 70. Geburtstag,	
München,	 1973):	 Keßler	 (as	 adopted	 by	
Roick)	 explains	 Cicero’s	 thesis	 that	 the	
author	–	in	order	to	be	plausible	–	should	
himself	 seem	 and	 really	 be	 a	 good	man,	
a	 practical	 philosopher	 therefore	 cannot	
avoid	self-references	as	a	part	of	 its	 task	
in	 communicative	 processes.	 Roick	 par-
ticularly	analyses	Pontano’s	De prudentia	
I.31	in	which	Pontano	describes	his	politi-





6.	 G.	 Piaia,	 “‘Ars	 praedicandi’	 e	 messaggi	
politici	in	Cornelio	Musso	(1511–1574)”. 
His	 considerable	 culture	 and	 exceptional	
gifts	 of	 eloquence	 turned	 a	 humble	 and	
unknown	minor	conventual	friar	Cornelio	
into	 one	 of	 the	 most	 prominent	 catholic	
orators	 of	 his	 times.	 In	 his	 speeches	 he	








connecting	 these	 topics	 is	 represented	by	
relationship	 between	 ecclesiastical	 and	
civil	 government.	 Musso’s	 position,	 ac-
cording	to	Piaia,	is	moderately	theocratic,	
inspired	 by	 the	 principle	 of	 hierarchical	
subordination	 and	 distribution	 of	 tasks	
among	 the	 laymen	 and	 clerics	 within	
Christianity.	Piaia	analyses	several	homi-






particular	 form	 of	 the	 traditional	 author-
ity	in	French	church	in	the	times	of	fight	
against	multiplication	 of	 heresies.	 It	was	
not	 just	 Protestantism	 that	 Bossuet	 was	




By	 analyzing	different	 aspects	 of	Bossu-
et’s	work	(logic	and	rhetoric,	history	and	
relationship	to	tradition),	Thouard	tries	to	





tano	da	Thienes,	Quaestio de perpetuitate 








contribution.	The	 contribution	 itself	 ana-
lyses	the	textual	and	contextual	problems.	
The	authors	also	offer	a	brief	overview	of	








and	 intermediary	 from	 instead	 of	 over-





“new”	 text,	 supported	here	 by	 all	 proper	
apparati.
2.	 L.	 Giard,	 “Le	 débat	 su	 la	 certitude	 des	
mathématiques	 à	 Padoue	 (1540–1560)”.	
The	author	analyzes	how	the	transforma-
tion	of	Aristotelianism	in	the	16th	century	
influenced	 particular	 mathematical	 con-
siderations.	 Mathematicians	 of	 the	 16th	














derstanding	 of	 mathematics	 in	 Padua,	
concentrating	on	Alessandro	Piccolomini,	
Francesco	Barozzi	and	Pietro	Catena.	All	










3.	 M.	Kahle,	 “Samuel	Quiccheberg	 ‘Dispu-






and	 general	 explanation	 of	 disputations	
in	 German	 universities	 during	 Renais-
sance,	Kahle	ends	with	some	suppositions	
about	 position	 and	 function	 of	 Quicche-
berg’s	disputatio.	As	 a	 reader	 of	Kahle’s	
text,	at	the	end	I	am	left	with	much	more	
knowledge	about	circumstances in	which	





(Phys. I, 1, 184a 10­184b 14)”.	 It	 is	 the	
famous	beginning	of	Physics in	which	Ar-
istotle	puts	forward	his	main	assumptions	
that	 every	 form	 of	 scientific	 knowledge	
can	 be	 reached	 only	 from	 knowledge	 of	
















tist	 theology	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Padua	
who	composed	a	commentary	on	Physics 
I	 in	 1553,	 i.e.	 some	 50	 years	 before	Za-
barella’s.	 Poppi	 focuses	 on	 five	 crucial	
moments	 in	Aristotle’s	 text	 and	 exposes	
how	Girelli	and	Zabarella	analyzed	those	
moments.	 However	 interesting	 and	 well	
formulated	 analyses	 of	 each	 particular	
philosopher	in	this	text	were,	to	me	it	was	
not	all	 too	clear	which	connection	Poppi	



















natural	 philosophy.	 The	 special	 value	 of	
this	contribution	lays	in	the	fact	that	there	
is	only	one	existing	copy	of	this	work	and	
as	 such	 is	 relatively	 unknown	 and	 un-
reachable.	 Moreover	 Mylaeus	 is	 almost	




tribution	 consists	 of	 a	 clear	 presentation	
of	Mylaeus’	 life	 and	 a	 very	 detailed	 ex-
position	of	the	content	of	the	broadsheet.	
In	 appendices	 Freedman	 schematically	
presents	the	whole	Theatrum universitatis 
rerum,	 pages	A-O,	which	 in	 lack	 of	 any	
other	copy	might	be	understood	as	a	criti-
cal	edition	of	the	text.
6.	 S.	 Kusukawa,	 “The	 Prices	 of	 Some	 Six-



























on	 J.	Zabarella	 and	 the	 variations	within	
Aristotelianism.	Aristotelian	 natural	 phi-
losophy	had	to	free	itself	from	the	chains	
of	 metaphysics;	 but	 it	 had	 also	 to	 meet	
the	empirical	challenge	set	by	 the	practi-
cal	 disciplines	 and	 the	 mechanical	 arts,	
like	medicine.	Mikkeli	briefly	shows	that	






like	 Frances	Bacon.	The	 strength	 of	 this	
contribution	lies	primarily	in	a	very	dense	
and	 clear	 exposition	 of	 this	 exquisitely	
difficult	 problem,	 rather	 than	 in	 promul-
gating	some	new	ideas.
8.	 J.	B.	Elpert,	“Kein	Bruder	soll	sich	anmas-
sen,	 ein	 eigentliches	 Studium	 zu	 verfol-
gen.	 Die	 Kapuziner	 und	 die	 Philosophie	
–	 ein	 Streifzug	 durch	 die	 intellektuelle,	
philosophische	 Entwicklung	 des	 Kapuz-
inerordens	 im	 16.	 und	 frühen	 17.	 Jahr-






a	 reputation	 of	 paying	 little	 attention	 to	
intellectual	excellence.	The	author	admits	
that	 in	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 order	 there	
were	indeed	few	intellectuals,	but	later	in	
their	 development	 they	 produced	 quite	 a	
number	 of	 outstanding	 intellectuals.	 The	
author	 analyses	 several	 of	 those	 figures,	
giving	 an	 overview	 over	 about	 each	 of	
them,	 dedicating	 to	 some	 just	 a	 half	 of	
a	 page,	 to	 others	 more	 than	 eleven.	 He	
mentions	the	following	Capuchins:	Franz	

























ale,	 aber	 nicht	 existierende	Wirklichkeit,	
die	 vor	 der	Welt	 als	 die	Möglichkeit	 der	
Dinge	 gewesen	 ist”.	 This	 Lullian	 con-
cept	 of	 the	 “Chaos“as	possibilitas rerum	
Lohr	compares	with	Cusanus’	concept	of	
maximum contractum.	 In	 this	 interpreta-
tion	 Lohr	 opposes	 the	 traditional	 view	




docta ignorantia	 be	 translated	 as	 “Über	
das	 konjekturelle	 Wissen	 der	 Künste”?	




cino,	 Plato’s	 Second	Letter,	 and	 its	 Four	
Epistolary	Mysteries”.	In	his	contribution	
Allen	 analyses	 Ficino’s	 introduction	 for	
his	 translation	 of	 Plato’s	 Second Letter.	
In	 this	 introduction,	 according	 to	Allen,	





plementary	 relationship	 of	 wisdom,	 i.e.	
vita contemplativa, and	of	power,	i.e.	vita 
activa,	or,	the	interdependence	of	the	phi-
losopher	and	the	ruler.	Allen	very	densely	
and	 for	 me	 not	 all	 too	 clearly	 explains	
Ficino’s	 interpretation	 of	 Plato’s	 passage	
as	 surpassing	 the	binary	Aristotelian	dis-
tinction	between	potentiality	 and	act	 and	
adopting	 two	 fundamental	 Neoplatonic	
triads:	the	triad	of	procession,	rapture	and	
return,	 and	 that	 of	 being,	 life,	 and	 intel-
lect.	 The	 second	 “mystery”	 Ficino	 finds	
in	Plato’s	words	that	the	most	slavish	men	
have	no	regard	for	their	posthumous	repu-
tations,	whereas	 the	most	 upright	 do	 the	
opposite.	Ficino	has	again	Neoplatonized	






Ficino,	 only	 a	 truly	 Christian	 hermeneut	
would	 be	 in	 a	 position	 to	 interpret	 the	
most	 mystical	 statements	 of	 Plato.	 The	
third	mystery	is	the	“most	sublime”	mys-
tery	 about	 the	 nature	 of	 “the	 First”.	The	
mystery	Ficino	discovers	here	is	theologi-
cal	 and	metaphysical	 again:	 he	 takes	 the	






mysteries	 themselves.	 Ficino	 solves	 this	
“mystery”	 so	 that	 we	 should	 aspire	 not	
to	 intellectual	understanding	but	 to	 intel-
lectual	activity	that	is	purgative	(and	here	
Ficion	has	Socrates	as	a	model),	and	that	
leads	 ultimately	 to	 a	 kind	 of	 intellectual	
quiescence,	 to	 the	 trans-intellectual	 state	















which	 itself	 condenses	 Ficino’s	 interpre-
tation	 of	 Plato’s	 Symposium	 to	mark	 his	

























Blum).	Pico’s	aim	was	 to	 show	 that	Pla-






neutic	 effort	 to	 Christianize	 Platonism.	
P.	R.	Blum	gives	some	hints	of	how	 this	
“additional	hermeneutical	effort”	might	be	
done	 by	Pico	 and	 I	 can	 only	wish	Blum	
wrote	a	bit	more	on	that.
4.	 E.	 Blum,	 “Selbstbildnis	 des	 Denkers	 als	
Philosoph:	 Reflexionen	 zum	 philosophi-
schen	 Selbstportrait”.	 This	 is	 another	
contribution	 (see	M.	Roick’s	 above)	 that	
focuses	 on	 the	 role	 of	 autobiography	 in	
the	 context	 of	 philosophical	 writing.	 E.	
Blum’s	 text	 is	 different	 than	 the	 rest	 of	
the	 texts	 in	 this	 collection.	 It	 is	 written	
with	 more	 literary	 than	 philosophical	









ton”,	 physiognomy,	 the	 four	 characters,	
etc.	The	contribution	ends	with	a	personal	
self-description	of	the	author.
5.	 H.	 C.	 Kuhn,	 “Von	 den	 Hexenverfolgun-
gen	zu	Bacon’scher	Wissenschaft:	Konti-
nuitäten	 der	Magie	 in	 der	 Renaissance“.	




selves)	 to	 be	 engaged	 in	 doing	 “magic”,	
were	in	fact	doing	nothing	much	different	
than	 what	 Baconian	 scientist	 was	 sup-
posed	 to	 do	 or	 what	 even	 today’s	 engi-
neers	or	natural	scientist	are	doing.	What	
they	 were	 doing	 is	 the	 following:	 with	
their	 “experiments”	 and	 “interventions”	
they	 influenced	 natural	 events	 and	 pro-
cedures,	and	in	this	way	produced	“great	
and	 marvelous	 works	 for	 the	 benefit	 of	
men”.	Kuhn’s	text	is	logically	divided	into	
two	parts:	 in	 the	first	part	Kuhn	seeks	 to	
separate	magic	 from	 adjacent	 disciplines	
like	 astrology,	 chemistry	 and	 Kabbalah	
and,	then	to	define	what	magic	in	Renais-
sance	was.	The	sources	he	uses	are	indeed	



























for	 his	 life	 and	 scientific	 development.	
Schenkel’s	understanding	of	 this	 concept	
is	 the	 following.	 The	Aristotelian	 model	
of	science,	which	 is	still	dominant	 in	 the	
16th	 century,	 does	 not	 offer	 much	 room	
for	explaining	new	knowledge:	it	is	an	ef-
ficient	method	 to	 order	 already	 acquired	
knowledge	 and	 explain	 the	 processes	 of	
combining	possessed	knowledge,	but	it	is	
unclear	how	new	knowledge	comes	about.	
According	 to	 Schenkel,	Cardano	 tried	 to	
incorporate	his	notion	of	splendor	into	the	





mind	 while	 he	 writes	 about	 splendor?	
Schenkel	is	silent	about	it.
7.	 E.	Banić-Pajnić,	“Die	‘pia	philosophia’	bei	
Nikolaus	 von	Kues,	Marsilio	 Ficino	 und	





















presents	 a	vicinity	of	 philosophy	and	 re-
ligion	(philosophy	here	meaning	Neopla-
tonic	 philosophy),	 already	 present	 in	 the	
prisca theologia.	What	does	 this	vicinity	
actually	 mean?	 Besides	 the	 traditional	
Neoplatonic	 tenet	about	 two	paths	which	
lead	to	the	cognizance	of	God,	this	close-




Banić-Panić	 concludes	 that	 actually	 the	
main	 contribution	of	Ficino	 is	 revitaliza-









on	 the	 other	 hand,	 there	 is	 a	 more	 radi-
cal	 interpretation	 of	 the	pia philosophia.	
Similarly	to	Ficino,	Petrić’s	motivation	is	
lack	 of	 true	 religiosity,	which,	 according	
to	Petrić,	is	consequence	of	the	dominance	
of	Aristotelianism.	Therefore	 Petrić	 is	 in	
agreement	with	Ficino	about	closeness	of	
ancient	 non-Christian	 (Platonic,	 Neopla-
tonic	 and	 Hermetic)	 texts	 and	 Christian	
doctrine,	but	his	 radical	novelty	 is	 in	his	
position	 that	 the	 Hermetic	 and	 Chaldaic	
texts	 present	 the	 Christian	 doctrine	 even	
clearer	 than	 books	 of	 Moses	 (especially	
the	doctrine	about	trinity,	which	was	also	
the	 object	 of	 Ficino’s	 arguments).	 Petrić	
wants	 to	 show	 that	 there	 is	 a	philosophy	






last	 part	 of	 her	 text	 Banić-Pajnić	 opens	
with	the	hypothesis	that	Cusanus	could	be	
understood	 as	 the	 first	 Renaissance	 phi-


























8.	 M.	Muslow,	 “Ein	 unbekanntes	 Gespräch	
Telesios.	 Senusalismus,	 Aristoteleskritik	
und	 Theorie	 des	 Lichts	 in	 der	 Spätren-




mind	 a	 “kontextfreien,	 überhistorischen	
[…]	 Neuanfang”.	 What	 Muslow	 wants	






under	the	title	De natura ignis et caloris.	
This	text	is	a	sort	of	an	answer	to	Persio’s	
edition	 and	 publication	 of	 late	 Telesio’s	
collection	of	 text	 under	 the	 title	Varii de 
naturalibus rebus libelli.	The	whole	Per-
sio’s	 text	 and	Muslow’s	 translation	com-
prise	 six	 and	 a	 half	 pages.	According	 to	
Muslow,	 this	 text,	written	 as	 a	 dialogue,	
presents	the	exchange	of	opinions	between	
Telesio	 and	 Persion	 around	 year	 1570.	
The	personae	of	the	dialogue	are	Telesio,	
Quinzio	 Buongiovanni	 who	 presents	 a	
hard	 core	 Aristotelian.	 Persio	 himself	
has	 only	 one	 but	 dramatically	 quite	 ef-
fective	 intervention.	The	whole	 dialogue	
is	 about	 differences	 between	Aristotelian	
and	 Telesio’s	 concept	 of	 light,	 fire	 and	
heat	 –	 basically	 about	 the	Sun,	which	 in	
Renaissance	was	much	used	metaphor	and	
symbol,	uniting	all	three	natural	forces.	In	
Muslow’s	 text	 there	 follows	 a	 thorough	
and	sharp	analysis	of	this	short	dialogue:	
both	about	the	content	of	the	text	as	well	
as	 about	 circumstances	 which	 lead	 to	




so	 full	 with	 information	 and	 contextual	






	 9.	 I.	 Schütze,	 “Zur	 Wahrnehumugstheorie	
der	Musik	 bei	 René	 Descartes”.	 In	 this	
text	the	author	analyzes	two	texts	of	Des-
cartes:	 the	 later	 Traité de l’homme	 and	











phaenomena	 were	 explained	 and	 quan-




music,	 since	 the	 tones,	 as	 constituents	
of	 music,	 were	 reduced	 to	 quantitative	
objects.	Musical	perception	 is	explained	
as	 a	 mechanistic	 transmission	 of	 those	
quantitative	 objects	 through	 movement	
and	 matter.	 According	 to	 Schütze,	 this	
theory	is	an	anticipation	of	contemporary	
theories	 of	 neurobiological	 explanation	
of	musical	perception	and	musical	imagi-
nation.	As	 for	 the	earlier	 text,	 the	Com­
pendium musicae,	in	it	Descartes	exposes	
a	 theory,	 according	 to	 which	 music	 is	
based	on	quantities:	the	quantities	of	the	
tones	 define	 perception	 of	 certain	 inter-
vals,	accords,	harmonies	and	melodies:	it	
is	 an	 arithmetic	 explanation	 of	 intervals	
which	stands	at	the	bottom	of	every	mu-
sical	explanation.	Those	musical	propor-









Anthropologie	 seiner	 Zeit”.	 This	 article	
analyses	 one	 of	 the	 earliest	 critique	 of	
Cartesian	dualistic	concept	and	 the	con-






and	 body	 as	well	 as	 against	mechanism	
of	 entire	 nature	 including	 human	 body	
as	 it	 is	 represented	 in	 the	 determinism	
in	 the	 philosophy	 of	 Spinoza.	 Accord-
ingly	 the	 text	 is	 divided	 into	 four	 sec-
tions.	The	first	section	gives	an	overview	
of	Descartes’	model	of	human	body	as	a	
machine	which	 is	 no	 different	 than	 any	
other	 animal.	 The	 second	 section	 gives	
an	 overview	 of	 reception	 of	 Descartes’	
theses	 among	 his	 successors,	 especially	


















vais	 sauvage’:	Marquis	 de	 Sades	Butua	
und	das	Bild	des	Kannibalen	bei	Léry	und	
Montaigne”.	The	Festschrift	 closes	with	
a	 philosophically	 unorthodox	 subject:	 it	
analyses	 Marquis	 de	 Sade’s	 fantastical	
Central	African	kingdom	of	Butua,	which	












denounce	 the	 traditional	 ethics	of	virtue	
as	 petit-bourgeois	 hypocrisy.	 In	 conse-
quence	Sade	develops	a	position	of	a	sort	
of	extreme	“Thrasymachianism”:	he	tries	
to	 develop	 an	 ethics	 in	 which	 violence	
and	strength	are	cardinal	virtues,	and	ac-
cording	 to	which	 the	 brutal	 exploitation	
of	 the	weak	by	 the	 strong	becomes	 is	 a	
desired	 state.	 The	 opposition	 to	 “noble	
savage”	 is	 “potent	 man”	 (homme puis­
sant).	For	Sade	the	“natural	man”	is	not	
from	 Butua,	 but	 a	 brutal	 cannibal	 who	
follows	the	most	egoistic	laws	of	nature.	
According	 to	 Schmeisser,	with	 this	 pic-
ture	Sade	tried	to	demythologize	not	only	









all	 assessment	 of	 such	 a	 thematically	 rich	
collection	 of	 numerous	 contribution,	 if	 for	
no	other	reason	than	subjective	interests	and	
idiosyncrasies	 of	 the	 author	 of	 this	 review.	
Without	doubt	 it	 is	 an	 important	 addition	 to	
Renaissance	 studies	 in	general	–	 just	with	 a	
few	exceptions	the	whole	book	deals	with	this	
or	 that	 aspect	 of	Renaissance	 philosophy	 in	
a	widest	 sense	 –	 and	 everyone	 interested	 in	
Renaissance	 philosophy	 and	 civilization	 in	
general	may	find	an	article	or	two	of	his	inter-
est	 in	 it.	But	exactly	here	are	 the	downsides	






sentences	 in	 length.	 It	 has	 no	 index rerum,	
no	 index nominum	which	makes	 it	 virtually	
impossible	to	find	anything	in	this	632	page	
long	book.	Further	 there	 is	no	 list	 and	short	
curricula	 of	 contributors	 which	 may	 show	
the	width	of	the	influence	and	inspiration	E.	
Keßler	might	have	on	his	friends,	colleagues	









Gillian	 Brock	 believes	 that	 we	 can	 recon-
cile	globalization	and	nationalism	 through	a	




Gap	 between	 Theory	 and	 Practice”;	 “From	
Public	Policy	Back	to	Theory”.	In	these	three	
sections,	three	central	issues	are	presented:	a	
concept	 of	 cosmopolitan	 justice,	 an	 idea	 of	
global	justice	and	an	idea	of	nationalism	and	
equality	in	an	account	of	global	justice.






that	 our	 identity	 and	 our	 responsibility	 are	
not	 restricted	 with	 the	 borders	 of	 the	 state	
or	 nation	 or	 culture.	 For	 that	 reasons	Brock	
believes	 that	 cosmopolitan	 concept	 of	 glo-
bal	 justice	is	 the	best	solution	for	 the	global	
poverty.	 Global	 poverty	 is	 one	 of	 the	 most	
pressing	obstacles	 to	 realizing	global	 justice	
because	more	 than	 25%	 of	 world’s	 popula-
tion	subsists	below	the	 international	poverty	
line.	 There	 are	 three	 dominant	 theses	 why	








live	 in	 rich	 and	developed	 countries	partici-
pate	 in	maintenance	 global	 poverty	 because	
they	benefit	from	it.
John	Rawls’s	Law of People has	done	a	great	
influence	 on	 the	 work	 of	 G.	 Brock.	 Just	 as	
Rawls	 offers	 the	 second	original	 position	 in	
his	Law of People,	Brock	offers	an	idea	of	a	
global	 conference.	 She	 says	 that	 the	 global	
conference	 is	 an	 appropriate	 cosmopolitan	
original	 position.	 Delegates	 have	 been	 ran-
domly	selected	and	they	have	to	decide	what	
would	 be	 a	 fair	 interactions	 and	 relations	




ment	 is	dominant	 in	 that	 territory,	how	well	
endowed	 it	 is	with	 natural	 resources	 and	 so	
forth.	However,	they	know	everything	about	
urgent	 global	 problems	 (various	 threats	 to	
peace	and	security,	environment)	that	can	be	
solved	only	through	cooperation.	At	the	glo-
bal	 conference,	 delegates	 would	 reasonable	








the	 appropriate	 cosmopolitan	 original	 posi-
tion.	Needs­based minimum floor	 is	a	safety	
net	for	all	individuals.	System	that	in	an	ap-
propriate	 way	 balances	 needs,	 entitlement	
and	 incentives	would	be	permanent	help	 for	
the	worst	 off	 on	 the	 global	 level.	Delegates	
would	not	choose	fair	equality	of	opportunity	















but	 other	 global	 justice	 issues	 as	well.	Glo-
bal	 problems	 require	 global	 cooperation	 for	







sary.	Global	 governance	 does	 not	 necessary	
include	world	 state	 but	 it	 includes	mixtures	














In	 second	 section,	 “Moving	 from	Theory	 to	
Public	Policy:	Closing	the	Gap	between	The-
ory	and	Practice”,	Brock	considers	a	number	
of	 substantial	 issues	 requiring	 public	 policy	
reforms	like	tackling	global	poverty,	taxation	
reform,	protecting	basic	liberties,	humanitar-
ian	 intervention,	 immigration	 and	 problems	
associated	 with	 the	 global	 economic	 order.	
Key	issues	of	global	justice	are:	meeting	basic	
needs;	protection	of	people’s	basic	 liberties;	




realizing	 global	 justice.	 Brock	 offers	 some	
proposals	that	have	enjoyed	the	most	serious	
consideration	so	far:	the	carbon	tax,	air	ticket	
tax,	 email	 taxes,	 tax	 on	world	 trade,	 tax	 on	





ing	 taxation	 so	 the	 tax	 burden	 is	 frequently	
shifted	 onto	 ordinary	 citizens	 and	 smaller	
businesses.	Global	tax	system	would	provide	
better	 distribution	 of	 goods	 and	 economic	
















three	 basic	 needs:	 understanding,	 autonomy	
(liberties)	and	decent	social	relations.
The	 author	 analyses	 issues	 of	 humanitarian	
intervention	and	immigration	as	global	prob-




tect	 the	 safety	of	 citizens	 and	promote	 their	
welfare.	Sovereign	state	has	internal	respon-
sibility,	but	it	has	also	externally	responsibil-
ity.	State	 authority	 is	 accountable	 for	 its	 act	





been	explored.	 In	 the	 second	section,	Brock	
argues	about	 immigration	policies.	She	 says	
that	 she	 could	 not	 found	 any	 evidence	 that	
suggest	that	immigrants	use	welfare	services	




cultural	costs	but	 that	 they	also	usually	 take	
up	jobs	that	are	perceived	as	dangerous,	dirty	
or	 low	 paid	 jobs.	However,	 she	 is	 skeptical	
that	increasing	immigration	quota	could	con-
stitute	progress	with	 respect	 to	better	 realiz-
ing	global	justice.	
In	the	last	chapter	of	the	second	section	author	
argues	about	 the	global	 economic	order	 and	
global	justice.	She	is	very	critical	about	well-
known	proclamation	that	free	trade	offers	the	
best	 hope	 for	 the	 poor	 people	 or	 countries.	




the	special and differential treatments	(SDT)	
and	 embracing	 diffuse reciprocity	 would	 be	







cause	we	 all	 participate	 on	 the	 some	 global	
market.	 For	 that	 reason,	 even	 rich	 countries	
would	accept	these	suggestions	because	they	
also	 prefer	 stable	 and	 stronger	 international	
trade	market.	Brock’s	goal	of	economic	 jus-













count	 of	 our	 obligations	 to	 non-nationals.	
Many	people	according	to	Brock	believe	that	
a concentric circles model is a model of re­
sponsibilities to others	in	which	responsibili-
ties	are	generally	stronger	to	those	physically	





level.	We	 usually	 favor	 our	 compatriots	 be-
cause	of	the	gratitude	(nations	help	one	meet	












of	 others.	 We	 must,	 Brock	 argues,	 balance	
defensible	 national	 interests	with	 others’	 le-
gitimate	interests.	Global	justice	requires	that	
we	 are	 adequately	positioned	 to	 enjoy	pros-




tive)	duties	 to	everyone	 irrespective	of	 their	
citizenship	 status.	 She	 defends	 the	 project	
of	 global	 governance	 from	 a	 pro-nationalist	
standpoint	and	‘nationalism	skeptics’.	Virtues	
do	not	 recognize	 the	boundaries.	 If	we	have	
the	virtue	of	justice	or	the	virtue	of	respect	for	








external	 responsibilities	 and	 when	 both	 are	
met,	nations	should	be	given	all	the	autonomy	
they	would	like	to	have.	
In	 the	 next	 chapter	 of	 the	 third	 section,	 the	
author	 analyzes	 relations	 between	 equality,	
cosmopolitanism	and	global	justice.	She	says	
that	 all	 forms	 of	 cosmopolitanism	 have	 in	
common	 a	 commitment	 to	 equality	 but	 that	
equality	can	be	understood	in	a	different	way.	
Democratic	 equality	 promotes	 our	 standing	
in	relations	of	equality	with	one	another	in	a	
democratic	community.	According	to	Gillian	
Brock	 and	 Elizabeth	 Anderson,	 democratic	
equality	 is	 achieved	 when	 all	 are	 entitled	
to	access	to	a	certain	minimum	level	of	ade-
quate	 functioning	 at	 all	 times.	On	 the	 other	
hand	responsive democracy	secures	interests	




















Brock	 finishes	 her	 book	 with	 the	 chapter	
“Scepticism	 about	 feasibility	 and	 conclu-
sion”.	 She	 has	 been	 developing	 a	model	 of	





for	 a	 decent	 life,	 such	 that	 they	 are	 enabled	
to	meet	their	basic	needs.	Their	basic	liberties	
are	protected	and	 there	are	 fair	 terms	of	co-
operation	in	collective	endeavors.	She	thinks	
that	global governance	can	co-exist	with	na-
tion	 states.	Global	 poverty	 can	be	mitigated	
with	 international	 taxation	 and	 accounting	
regime,	which	would	also	enable	developing	









sition,	 measurement	 and	 motivation	 are	 the	
problems	 that	 rise	 skepticism	about	 the	 fea-
sibility	of	global	justice.	A	problem	also	rises	
with	 lack	 of	 knowledge	 on	what	works	 and	
what	does	not	work	in	trying	to	help	the	worst	
off,	or	whether	we	have	made	some	progress	
in	 mitigating	 the	 poverty.	 There	 is	 a	 lack	
of	 institutions	 or	 agents	 that	 have	 power	 or	
moral	authority	to	act	in	order	to	enforce,	se-
cure	or	promote	global	justice	and	so	on.	The	
biggest	 problem	 is	 how	 we	 would	 sanction	
non-compliance	in	the	case	of	those	who	do	
not	play	their	required	part,	especially	if	 the	
non-compliance	 is	 powerful	 state.	However,	




building	 a	 better	world.	Brock	 believes	 that	










The	 title	 Mysteries of the Brain	 calls	 for	
reading	 per se	 and	 the	 reader	 expects	 that	
he/she	will	discover	in	it	what	is	implied	by	
the	 ‘mystery’	 and	 what	 the	 mystery,	 which	
conceals	answers	to	numerous	meanings	and	
interpretations	of	the	brain,	represents	to	the	
layman.	 Namely,	 the	 word	 ‘brain’	 in	 itself	
is	associated	 to	mind	and	 intelligence,	skills	








to	 all	 the	 titles	written	 in	 it.	 First	 thing	 that	
attracts	the	reader	to	the	book,	are	titles	listed	
in	 the	 contents.	 The	 second	 is	 the	 author’s	
foreword	in	which	he	draws	our	attention	to	















speaks	 about	 a	 person	 who	 has	 confronted	
with	 certain	 difficulty	 for	 which	 the	 brain	
is	 responsible,	media	 coverage,	 and	 cultural	
model	 within	 which	 a	 specific	 instance,	 in	
Muzur’s	words,	mystery	 of	 the	 brain	 is	 de-





After	 these	 introductory	 notes	 we	 approach	
presentation	 of	what	 is	written	 in	 the	 book.	
The	chapters	“Eye	to	Eye”,	“Red	and	Black”	
and	 “Shortcomings	 and	 Advantages	 of	 the	
Dark”	 actualise	 the	 sense	 of	 sight,	 structure	
of	the	eye,	movement	of	the	eyes,	the	way	in	
which	light	enters	the	eye,	the	occurrence	of	
daltonism,	 activities	 that	 occur	 in	 the	 brain,	
brain	 cells,	 that	 is	 the	 “visual	 part	 of	 the	
brain”.	 From	 the	 first	 of	 these	 chapters	 re-
mains	 memorised	 that	 “during	 all	 tasks	 the	
brain	carries	out	and	during	the	processing	of	
visual	information	almost	the	entire	cerebral	







in	 this	 part	we	 find	 out	why	we	 distinguish	
colours,	about	the	sensitivity	in	the	area	of	the	
blue,	green	and	red	part	of	the	light	spectrum	
and	 that	 the	 brain	 developed	 a	 mechanism	
which	enables	it	an	appearance	of	a	consist-
ency	of	colours	which	is	manifested	in	“that	
irrespective	of	 the	 lighting	 the	brain	 records	
always	 the	 same	 proportions	 of	 individual	












meet	 with	 the	 Braille	 alphabet,	 the	 way	 in	







especially	 interesting	 part,	within	 this	 chap-












find	 explanations	why	music	 influences	 our	




Muzur	 analyses	 the	 sense	 of	 smell	 in	 two	
chpaters:	 “Spiritual	 Fruits	 of	 Scent”	 and	




researches	 (University	 of	Quebec)	 point	 out	
that	 a	 pleasant	 scent	may	 decrease	 the	 feel-
ing	 of	 pain,	 the	 difference	 of	 this	 sensory	
organ	 in	women	and	men,	and	 illnesses	 that	
emerge	due	to	the	loss	of	the	sense	of	smell.	
In	 the	other	 chapter,	 the	 author	 explains	 the	







the	 book	 in	 which	 Muzur	 teaches	 us	 what	










Words	 that	 follow	have	 a	 double	 task:	 first,	
they	explain	 the	appearance,	 and	 second,	 il-
lustrate	the	claim	that	the	book	is	written	dis-



























find	 out	 that	 synaesthesia	 is	 a	 cross-wiring	
of	 senses,	 that	 there	 are	 persons	 who	 con-
nect	 senses	 in	 most	 peculiar	 combinations,	








Subsequently	 follows	 the	 part	 “Learning,	
Memorising,	 and	 Forgetting”	 which	 should	
be	read	and	investigated	by	every	student,	as	




because	Muzur	 clearly	 points	 out	 to	 the	 re-
lation	 between	 learning,	 memorising	 and	
forgetting	and	to	the	natural	course	and	indi-
vidual	differences	within	all	three	processes.	
What	 is	written	 in	 the	book	has	 its	practical	
implementation	in	the	recognition	of	styles	of	
learning	of	pupils	and	students.
“By	 Hook	 or	 by	 Crook:	 the	 Autonomous	
Nerve	 System”	 is	 a	 chapter	 that	 points	 out	
that	in	our	body	some	things	happen	contrary	
to	our	will.	 Importance	 to	 those	phenomena	
is	given	by	the	fact	that	they	save	the	human	
life	and	protect	health.	The	matter	of	subject	
is	 the	 functioning	 of	 the	 heart,	 breathing,	
bowl	peristalsis,	gland	secretion	and	similar,	











in	 the	 chapter	 “When	 Heart	 Goes	 Dum	 Di	
Dum:	Feelings”.	Here	it	becomes	more	clear	
why	 we	 define	 a	 certain	 condition	 as	 fear,	
happiness,	sadness,	why	some	of	these	states	
are	 followed	 by	 shivering,	 flowing	 of	 tears,	
sweating,	and	why	emotionally	charged	con-
tents	are	memorised	 the	best.	The	presented	
case,	 addressed	 in	 the	 book	 as	 ‘case	 S.M.’,	
clearly	 points	 out	 to	 the	 previous	 results	 of	
research	 related	 to	 the	 responsibility	 of	 the	
brain	 for	 emotional	 states	 in	 which	 we	 can	
find	ourselves,	 and	 to	a	 still	great	 challenge	
in	 seeking	 answers	 to	 the	 issue	 of	 relation-
ship	 between	 brain	 and	 physical	 reactions	
to	 an	 individual	 emotion.	 Instincts	 do	 not	
carry	a	negative	meaning	in	themselves,	nor	
are	 they	 something	of	which	we	have	 to	 be	
ashamed,	that	is,	part	of	our	reactions	we	have	
to	hide.	Certainly,	all	this	under	the	condition	
we	 know	 what	 they	 are,	 from	 where	 they	
arise,	why	 they	 appear,	 how	 the	 brain	man-
ages	 them	and	why	 they	are	 interpreted	dif-
ferently	 in	 different	 cultures.	Hunger,	 thirst,	
fatigue,	sleepiness,	sex	drive,	and	instinct	for	
maintaining	 body	 temperature,	 are	 instincts	
whose	mechanism	 becomes	 clearer	 in	 read-
ing	this	part	of	the	book,	and	by	virtue	of	the	




are	we	 sleepy,	 how	do	we	 sleep,	what	 does	
occur	in	each	phase	of	sleep,	why	is	the	time	
of	 sleep	 individual,	 why	 are	 we	 sleepless	
and	 why	 do	 we	 suffer	 from	 insomnia,	 why	
do	we	snore,	why	do	we	need	time	to	adapt	
in	cases	of	 time-zone	change,	and	why	does	
somnambulism	 occur	 –	 all	 these	 questions	
receive	 comprehensible	 answers,	 and	 every	
mentioned	phenomenon	become	clear	 to	us,	
recognisable	and,	what	 is	equally	 important,	
make	 researches	 related	 to	 them	 necessary	
and	justifiable.
Sigmund	 Freud	 and	 his	 pupil	 Carl	 Gustav	
Jung	are	presented	in	the	chapter	“Dreams”.	
The	 content-related	 and	methodological	 ap-
proach	to	dreams	are	shown	in	an	authorita-
tive	way,	both	scientists	are	brought	closer	to	





book	Mysteries of the Brain.	Hypnosis,	a	mys-
tery	per se,	becomes	dispossessed	of	mystery	
by	explanation	of	what	happens	 to	 a	person	
under	 hypnosis,	 and	 the	 implementation	 of	
hypnosis	for	the	purpose	of	remedying	mental	




And	 the	 last	 chapter	 of	 the	 book	 is	 “Drugs	
and	 the	 Brain”.	 By	 actualisation	 of	 the	 use	
of	coffee,	tobacco,	nicotine	all	up	to	narcotic	
drugs	 the	author	problematically	approaches	
consequences	 that	 consummation	 provokes,	
and	clearly	warns	of	their	harmfulness,	that	is,	
makes	 responsible	 persons	 who	 have	 found	
themselves	 in	 the	 circle	 of	 drugs	 for	 conse-
quences	 that	 others,	 who	 neither	 guilty	 nor	
bound	by	their	own	fault	may	suffer	because	
of	them,	e.g.	children.	
All	 of	 the	 aforementioned	 indicates	 that	 the	
book	Mysteries of the Brain has	realised	the	
goal	for	which	it	was	developed.	In	compre-
hensible	words	it	has	explained	the	structure	
and	 function	 of	 the	 brain,	 responsibility	 of	
its	individual	parts	for	conditions	and	occur-
rences	within	 the	body,	 for	 consequences	 in	
behaviour,	 and	 has	 referred	 to	 the	 necessity	
for	further	researches	of	the	brain.	The	way	in	
which	it	was	written,	contents	it	has	covered	
and	 methodology	 through	 which	 it	 has	 ex-
plained	the	content,	deserves	a	recommenda-
tion	for	teaching	material	for	students	educat-
ing	for	medical,	psychological	and	pedagogic	
professions,	current	practitioners	within	them,	
and	the	public	to	whom	books	like	these	bring	
closer	science	and	scientific	researches.
Nada Gosić
